
Public Safety Report - Lents Neighborhood Association - July 2022

(This report is a summary of the Portland Police Bureau (PPB) East Precinct annual meeting.
Slides for that meeting may be found on the PPB website.)

Portland Proper;
Chief Lovell spoke first at this meeting and shared that as of the date of the meeting (July 13th,
2022) there were 330 patrol officers employed by PPB. He also reported a new equity training
specialist was hired in 2021.

A couple of new PPB directives;
A.B.L.E. (Active Bystander for Law Enforcement).
Interfacing more with the queer community.
Wellness pilot program (encourage “body breaks” during shifts).

Neighborhood response teams were able to complete multiple “mini-missions” to combat issues
such as street racing, stolen vehicle recoveries, and recovering guns. Chief Lovell stated these
NRT officers often perform these “mini-missions” during evenings, early mornings, and
weekends: these officers often work overtime to complete these.

Chief Lovell reported an office of community engagement was created and includes education
and training. This is also the office focusing on inclusion.

This year (2022) a law regarding use of force has been clarified; DOJ 2021 annual compliance
assessment found PPB to not be in compliance.

Crime Stats:
Person to person crimes were up 7% over 2020.

89 homicides in 2021 (this includes 68 homicides where a gun was used).  This is up 65% over
2020.

There were 67 traffic deaths (including MAX, pedestrian involved incidents, and vehicle to
vehicle crashes).

Property crime rates were up 9% over 2020 and 11% over the last five years. This statistic is
including stolen cars and vandalism - which were the majority of increase.

Deadly force incidents: 8. Four of these incidents resulted in fatality.



There were 44% less traffic stops in 2021. 80% less pedestrian stops. June 2021 saw a new
traffic directive for PPB - similarly an Oregon law was passed and the PPB directive goes
beyond the OR law.

New consent search: As of August 4th law enforcement officers may search a person or vehicle
even if the citizen says “no” by PPB directive. Beginning January 1st, 2023 there will be a new
Oregon consent to search law.

Searches were down overall by 47% (this is the lowest on record).
Stats found that Black drivers are more likely to be searched - Chief Lovell stated this

was a continued disparity.

East County;
NRT (neighborhood response teams) include four officers and one sergeant.

There are 99 patrol officers for East County.

26 of the 89 homicides were in East County in 2021.
There were 293 reported use of force incidents - 103,000 calls in East County for 2021.

53% of use of force incidents were people resisting handcuffing.
126 of these incidents included ‘armed’ people (no clarification for weapon type, etc.)
46 of these incidents involved a mental health crisis.


